Project #1

Writing Project

In this project, students get a chance to write their own stories after reading the example of Mawi’s story in Of Beetles & Angels. The length can vary from one page to several pages depending on the students’ grade level and your desired length for the assignment.

Directions: 

After reading Mawi’s story, try to write your own three-page story. First, research your family’s history (where they are from, what major historical events affected them, etc.) Talk to your relatives, look at old photo albums, and do research at the library or on the internet. Then connect your family’s history to your own story. How did their larger history affect and shape your life? Finally, just as Mawi sets goals for his present and future based on his past and his family’s past in the chapter “Eyeing the Mountaintop,” make sure you include what’s important to you and tie it to what you’ve learned from your story. Include visual components (photos, drawings, maps, etc.) to illustrate the key parts of your composition. Also, make sure to give your story a creative meaningful title that relates to the main messages of your writing.  Mawi had 3 different titles before he finally decided on “Of Beetles and Angels”  

Suggested Grading Rubric:

	Criteria
	Points

	Family’s History: 

(provides factual information and adequate background)

	/

	Own Story: 

(makes connection between family history and own life)
	/

	Visuals: 

(includes pertinent material to supplement writing)

	/

	Grammar
	/

	Creativity/ Overall Presentation
	/

	Total Grade
	/


